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Summer Garden Pests

Summer gardens are full of life—but unfortunately, that includes damaging insects like aphids, cabbage worms, and
Japanese beetles. These pests can quickly harm plants if left unchecked, but with early identification and the right
treatments, you can protect your garden and keep it thriving all season long. Regular inspections of your plants will help
you to recognize the presence of insects moving in. Below is a list of common garden insects, along with how to identify,
manage and treat them.

Aphids
Description: Tiny, pear-shaped insects (green, black, or white) that cluster
on new growth. Often found on undersides of foliage.
Damage: Distorted leaves, sticky residue (honeydew), mold growth.
Treatment:

e Spray with water to dislodge.

e Use insecticidal soap and spray directly on the insects.

® Encourage ladybugs to your garden.

Japanese Beetles
Description: Metallic green and bronze beetles.
Damage: Skeletonized leaves, especially on roses, beans, grapes,
Purple Leaf Sandcherry, Rose of Sharon, raspberry, birch, and maples.
Treatment:
¢ Handpick into soapy water (morning is best).
e Use Japanese Beetle traps.
® Apply nematodes or Ortho Grub B Gone to lawn in late summer to target grubs.

Since 1906

& CONNON

—NURSERIES—

version1_07-25




Summer Garden Pests

Earwigs
Description: Brown/black insects with pincers; active at night.
Damage: Ragged holes in leaves, petals, and fruits.
Treatment:
¢ Trap with rolled newspaper or fill old tuna cans with oil.
e Keep mulch away from plant bases.
e Spray diatomaceous earth around plants. (Safer’s Ant and Crawling Insect Killer)
e Spray with insecticidal soap at night.

Slugs & Snails
Description: Slimy, soft-bodied pests.
Damage: Irregular holes in leaves, shiny slime trails.
Treatment:
® Handpick in early morning or dusk.
e Set beer traps or use copper tape barriers.
¢ Use Ortho SlugB Gon slug bait.

Cabbage Worms / Cabbage Loopers
Description: Green caterpillars on cabbage, kale, broccoli.
Damage: Holes in leaves; droppings on foliage.
Treatment:
¢ Handpick regularly.
e Use Bacillus thuringiensis (Btk), a biological pesticide.
e Cover plants with floating row covers.

Spider Mites
Description: Microscopic pests that cause fine webbing and
speckled leaves.
Damage: Yellowing or bronzed foliage.
Treatment:
e Spray with water (especially underside of leaves).
¢ Use insecticidal soap.
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